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Reclamation of AtIas Mines

May 29, L987

0nMay2I,L987,Ri.chardBlubaugh,of|!].as.Minerals,andI
spoke at length concerning mine reclamation. Atlas has just
finished recLamati.on of all but one of its Colorado mines and would
like to begin reclaiming some of its Utah mines' Most of Atlasrs
mines were in ""i.i"n"e-prior to the l-975 Reclamation Act, and

reclamation will be difficult to achieve in some areas' It/e agreed
that Atlas would pick the specific mines and that the Minerals
Permitting Team would meet [;. B]ubaugh and their equipment-operator
onsit" prior io reclamation, so that "ny 

site specific problems can

be ironed out.

Once a mine is reclaimed, the bond will be reduced
accordingly. I explained to Mr. atuoaugn that, il-m9st cases' the
Division wilL not authorize fuII bond release until 70 percent of
the original g"ounJ cover is achieved after three growing seasons'
AtLas bel-ieves that the current bond amounts are too hioh and is
preparing nelr bond estimatei-io" all of iit mines at thls time' I
indicated that lt,e would be happy to review these estimates and make

adjustments where aPProPriate.

Mr. Blubaugh is willing to give us a tour of Atlasrs
reclaimed mines in Colorado. fnis seems like a good idea, and

woul_d like to schedule such a tour in l-ate June, if it can be worked

into everyoner s schedule.
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